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EXTRACTS FROM MR. ABBOT’S DIARY. 


( Continued from p. 333-) 
No. III. 


His Self-Examinations, Inquiry into the State of bis Soul, and Ree 


fredions upon bis Life. 


FTER fecret prayer I fell to the 
1729, Sept. 18, Thurf. ] work of felf-trial, by fome rules 
fet down in Mr. Gearing’s book. I hope and truft that I have 
been fincere in often begging the affiftance of the bleffed 
Spirit, to enable me to make a right judgment of myfelf. 
And I defire now to fet it down with ferioufnefs and delibera- 
tion, that I cannot but hope that God has begun that good 
work of his grace in me, that he will perfeét to the day of 
Chrift. I hope that I do truly hate all fin, and fhould rejoice 
to be freed from it. I hope that I do love God and Chrift. 
Oh! that my love was more enflamed. [I hope I defire to 
know more of Chrift’s beauty and glory, and would prize him 
more, and would obey all his holy commands to the death ; 
and would by faith reft on Chrift for falvation. Now I would 
look"on thefe things as evidences of grace in my foul, but not 
as the meritorious caufes of my falyation. For 1 would give 


“my glorious Redeemer the praife of it wholly ; and adore the 
grace of God through him beftowed on me. O Lord, let 
No. 10. Vol. II. Ax me 
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370 Extraéts from Mr. Abbot's Diary. 


me not be deceived in the ftate of my foul! And, Oh! help me 
to live as becomes the redeemed of the Lord ; a holy, humble, 
watchful, and prayerful life ! 

1730, Apr. 11, Satur.] After fecret prayer to the glorious 
God at noon, I fell to the work of felf-examination, and tried 
myfelf about my faith, my repentance, my'holinefs, new obe- 
dience, humility, fincerity, and mortification of fin, by the rules 
that Mr. Reyner lays down to difcover thofe things inus: And 
I hope I did fincerely pray for the help of the Holy Spirit here- 
in. And I cannot but hope that the Lord has wrought a fav- 
ing change in my heart ; for I have feen fome of the marks and 
evidences of thefe graces, I think of every one of them, upon 
my foul. And thofe that are not fo clear and evident, I hope-I 
do moft earneltly defire to have them wrought in me; that I 
might be able to difcover the truth of every grace in my foul, 
by all the bleffed fruits and effects of them. Bleffled be God for 
this hope! Oh! that it might be a well grounded hope. A 
hope that fhall not make afhamed, but that fhall grow upto a 
full affurance. 

1731, dug. 20; Frid.} In the afternoon being in the fhop a- 
lone, after looking up to God for the help of his Holy Spirit, I 
tried myfelf by the help of fome rules written by Mr. Gouge, 
for the ufe of Chriftians on fuch occafions ; and I hope I was 
affifted in the work. My conicience gave a pretty full, com- 
fortable, and fatisfactory anfwer to the queftions propofed ; fo 
that I truft I have reafon to believe that [ am brought out of a 
ftate of nature, into a gracious eftate; that I am born again, 
and therefore fhall fee the kingdom of God. 0 affonifhing grace ! 
O that I might live like a ftranger on earth, as becomes a hea- 
ven-born foul! O Lord, give me grace to walk worthy of the 
Lord unto all pleafing, and to abound in all thofe fruits of 
righteoulnefs, which are by Jefus Chrift to the glory of 
God ! 

Auguft 26. Thurfday Even.] I had a moft defirable prof- 
pect of my lifein many paflages of it, trom the time that I was 
5 or 6 years old to this day. I defired to be humbled for, and 
to repent of the follies and fins of my childhood and youth, and 
to praife God for the mercies and favours I could call to mind. 
And more efpecially for the hopes I have that the Holy Spirit 
began betimes to work favingly on my foul. For froma child 
I have been afraid of fin, and greatly troubled when I have fallen 
into it. L have been afraid to neglect fecret duties, and could not 
be contented to omit them. And I believe for this 12 or 14 years, 
I have almoft every day prayed in fecret morning and evening, 
and conftantly read God’s holy word, and many other good 
books. And have had a fenfe of religion, a gracious tendernefs of 
confcience,and fome relifh for the thingsof God ; a care to fanéti- 
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A, M.’s Experience. 378 


fy the Lord’s day, and a love for the public worfhip of God, 
and attendance upon it. I have often prayed three times a day, 
morning, noon, and night; and have fometimes had my heart 
much warmed, and my affections moved in fecret prayer, and 
have had fweet communion with the glorious God therein. I 
was in my younger years much affected with reading the Token 
or Children, and wauld earneftly cry to God to make me like 
thofe blefled and happy children therein fpoken of. Such things 
as thefe Ian call to mind. And though there is nothing 
meritorious in them ; yet may I not comfortably and affuredly 
conclude, that the Spiritof God has been at work on my heart 
from my very childhood? And feeing I have felt and experienc- 
ed many of his bleiled influences ever fince to this day; may I 
not hope and firmly believe that he has wrought a faving 
change in my heart, and turned me from darknefs to light, and 
from the power of fin and Satan to God? Albeit I cannot (as 
a perfon converted in his riper years may) tell the exact time 
when, or the manner how, or the means and inftruments by 
which it was brought about and accomplifhed. I think I may 
draw this conclufion, that the Lord has made me his; I hope I 
am not deceived in this important matter. Praises! Ever- 
LASTING Praises! are due to my heavenly Father, my dear 
Saviour, and bleffed Sandifer, if thou haft indeed wrought fuch 
a change in my foul. Not unto me, not unto me ; but unto thy name 
be all the glory! And QO! help me to live as becomes a child of 
God, a difciple of Chrift, a temple of the Holy Spirit, and an 
heir of thy kingdom. Govern me by thy laws, guide me by 
thy Spirit, bring me tothy glory.. Amen, and Amen! 
(Zo be continued. ) 








A. M.’s EXPERIENCE. 


For the Massacuusetrts M. MaGazIne. 


Meffrs. Editors, 


Uf you think the following will be of fervice to any who are travelling 
Zionward, it is at your fervice. 


EING born of pious parents, while I lived with them 

great pains were taken to inftil into my young and ten- 

der mind the principles of virtue and religion ; but my parents 
dying while I was young, I was caft upon the wide world, 
where I experienced a variety of treatments, yet for the moft part, 


was religioufly educated; but learning any thing regis was 
always 
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: always exceeding irkfome. In particular, often did I 'praétically 


fay, when will the Sabbath be paft ? and while now I write, my 
heart even bleeds to reflec how I have profaned God’s holy day, 
until I was fourteen or fifteen years of age, in play, and after- 
wards in reading hiftories, newfpapers, and {trolling about the 
fields, and from houfe to houfe, tending my traps, and other 
worldly concerns, until it pleafed God effectually (I hope) to 
call up my attention. I was however fo far reftrained by the 
mercy of God as to maintain a character for honefty and 
fobriety ; and among fome was confidered as a Chriitian, in 
that I kept up the form of religion in my family, but was total- 
ly without the power. My father’s family, being large, were ta- 
ken away by death one after another, and | as often promifed 
to amend my ways; but thefe promifes being made merely to 
e{cape punifhment, my refolutions all vanifhed as morning clouds 
and the early dews. About the age of twenty two I was under 
great convictions, fearing I fhould perifh eternally ; which 
drove me te pray, (if fuch exercifes may be called prayer) and 
to attend to other duties of religion. But at this time living in 
a family of profeffed Chiriftians, and as I now think, perceiving 
nothing more than mere morality, and with refpect to the Sab- 
bath fcarcely that, and no kisid of vifible family worthip kept 
up, I relapfed into my former ftate of carnal fecurity and care- 
leffnefs. While under conviction I made a vifit to the Minif- 
ter, whofe preaching I ufually attended, hoping to get fome 
inftruction. I was civilly treated indeed, but remember noth- 
ing of that faithfulnefs recommended by St. Paul’s example of 
warning each one day and night with tears. 
After having lived to fee my parents and all the family laid 
in the grave, I was fometimes led to meditate upon the good- 
nefs of” God in thus {paring me, and it was at times imprefled 
upon my mind that there was mercy in ftore for me, and that 
God would yet be gracious; but at the fame time I believ- 
ed, that I mutt be born again, and was led to attend upon means 
of infruction, hoping that this or that preacher or providence 


_ would awaken me, but was always difappointed. 


Being now about forty two, God was pleafed in his righteous 
providence, by death, to bereave me of a hopeful and promifing 
fon; this, although the greateft trial which I ever met with, 
made but little impreflion upon my obdurate heart, only I 
thought that God could come but one degree nearer in taking 
my relatives by death, and it might foon be my turn ; I thought 
that if ever I was brought to repentance, it muft be by fome 
louder thunder of Sinai than I had ever yet heard. But thefe 
things all wore off; and although I deeply lamented the 
lofs of my fon, yet I had again become carelefs and uncon- 
eerned, and left to contrive new fchemes to gratify my carnal 

: inclinations. 
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inclinations. Being now upwards of forty three, whilft all 
things were going on fmoothly, I took an nncommon diflike to 
fcenes of mirth and jollity ; and upon public days felt a difpo- 
fition to get as far as I could from the confulion and profane- 
nefs too common upon fuch occafions, and was led to refle@ 
upor. my bafe ingratitude in finning againft a holy and good 
God, who had thus preferved my life to a greater length of time 
than my parents or any of the family arrived at. Thefe impref- 
fions gaining upon me, I was led to think that I was entirely 
ftupid, as I could not perceive the leaft degree of fear of pun- 
ifhment, although I verily believed that hell would be my por- 
tion if I died impenitent.—From this time I loft all relifh for 
reading profane hiftory, and was much attached to religious 
books, efpecially thofe that were moft evangelical, and dif- 
¢riminating between the characters and exercifes of faints and 
finners, and took that pleafure in the company and converfa- 
tion of thofe, both minifters and people, who appeared to pof- 
fefs real holinefs, and whofe difcourfe was clofe and fearching, 
which I was an utter ftranger to before. 1 now began to fuf- 
pect that a work of grace was begun in my heart, but fcarce 
dared to think fo, left I fhould be guilty of prefumption, and 
fhould be deceived by my own treacherous heart. Converfin 
with a pious friend, in the courfe of our converfation he called 
me brother ; had he throft a dagger through my heart it would 
not have affected my body more forcibly than the word broth- 
er did my mind. What, (thought [) fhall a vile, hell deferving 
finner, yet in a ftate of nature, for aught I know, be called a 
Chriftian brother ? It is furely too much, and I could fearcely 
bear the thought. I thought that the change from death to 
life was fo great, that if I was really the fubject of it, I muf 
know it. 

I had in time. paft an unfavourable opinion of thofe who 
built their hopes upon impreflions and impulifes ; yet notwith- 
ftanding reafon and common fenfe would have taught me bet- 
ter, I was for fome time looking after this kind of evidence in 
vain, but at laft concluded that I was wandering upon forbid- 
den ground, and that I ought to try the exerciies of my mind 
by the word of God. Here I foon found fuch evidence as I 
fhould have thought fatisfactory in another perfon, but I much 
queftioned my own fincerity, and was afraid that it was but felf- 
ifh, and then that my fears of felfifhnefs were /e/f/h ; and I was 

tly afraid of deceiving myfelf, and others, and of being de- 
uded, and admitted the evidence with great caution and a 
{trong jealoufy of my deceitful and treacherous heart. I was 
fully perfuaded that Jefus Chrift was an able, willing, and all- 
fufficient Saviour, and that I fhould not be caft off if I was 
brought to a truly fubmiflive temper ; at the fame time I was 


fenfible 
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fenfible that the natural heart was in direct oppofition to this 
temper. 

Thus feeling myfelf entirely in the hand of a holy, a fin-hat- 
ing and fin avenging God, my mind was fo calm that I con- 
cluded my convictions were wearing off, and that I had got to 
fuch a degree of ftupidity that hell had no terrors for me. I 
endeavoured to fix my mind to meditate upon the torments of 
the damned, but before I was aware I was meditating upon 
the goodnefs, patience and long fuffering of God, in bearing 
thus long with me, who had been fo bafely ungrateful to a 
holy and good God; and felt a defire to caft myielf upon the 
fovereign mercy of God, and fay, here 1 am, Lord, do with me 
as feemeth thee good. 

1 was much grieved to think that I had little or no love te 
God, for I thought if I did truly love God, I fhould not be 
able to fupprefs my feelings, and muft neceflarily be fo enrap- 
tured that I could think of nothing elfe. But notwithftanding 
all my darknefs, I felt adefire to live to the glory of God, and 
to prefs forward in every known duty, and truft in God for 
firength to perform. I had, I truft, a defire to give myfelf up 
to God in covenant, to be his wholly, and forever. But when 
I came to avouch the Lord to be my God, and promife to 
walk in all his commandments, 1 was brought to a ftand, and 
{earce dared to open my mouth, and could only fay, that unlefs 
my heart deceived me, it was my defire, and with the affliftance 
of God’s grace I would endeavour to walk as becometh faints, 
And although I could not believe perfection to be a feripture 
doétrine, yet I was led to conclude, that if this cold, dark, 
worldly, weak and doubting frame was confiftent with real 
converfion, that God muft not only begin, but carry on the 
work through every ftage, and give the free reward. I have 
had opportunity of late to read the experiences of many, but it 
feems to me that they are all chofen for the clearnefs of their 
exercifes, fo that I could by no means compare mine with them. 
I appeared to be totally eclipfed, and many times in the dark, 
and much difcouraged to think that although there would be 
adverfity, yet that all but one that ever I read fhould fo far ex- 
ceed mine. I mutt, therefore, fay, that if my converfion is 
real, it has been wholly the effect of God’s fovereign mercy 
that has led me to repentance, by the fmall ftill voice of his 


Spirit. 
A. M, 
Diftrid of Maine, 1804. 
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Relation of “Fulius. 375 


RELATION OF JULIUS. 


EING not far from twelve years of age, and wilfully bent 
on the way to my own deftruétion, in almoft every re- 
fpe& ; 1 found myfelf lulled to fleep by the charms of the 
world and the tempter. O! how fecure I was; and fhould 
have flept quietly ftill, had it not pleafed God to fhow mercy 
on one, who had no mercy on himfelf, by awakening him out 
of his lethargy, to fee his need of a Saviour, and the awful dan- 
er to which he was expofed. O! the horrors, which then 
dfeized me; I found myfelf faft bound by the fafcinations of 
the adverfary, and fwiftly bent on the way to evil, like the rap- 
id torrent to its defcent. When I contemplated on thefe things, 
the terrors of hell, and the frowns of an angry God, whom I 
defpiied,' feized my foul. Being fenfible of my danger, I was 
almoft in defpair. I could not fee that it was poflible for fo 
great a finner, as I was, ever to find mercy; nay, I had many 
apprehenfions, that I had committed the unpardonable fin. 
Thus a long time I walked in this dreary maze ; the way to 
hell appeared plain before me, but the way to eternal blifs I 
knew not. Many obferving my dilftrefs, frequently inquired 
for the caufe, which I did not relate ; but generally turned it 
off by fome other converfation. This being at a period when 
I was totally unindoGrinated, I had never that I remember 
heard of the word conviction, or the nature of it, but fuppofed 
my diftrefs arofe from fomething peculiar to myfelf, as I was 
the greateft finner in the world. 

In this {tate I remained a long time, frequenting folitary re- 
treats, and evening thades, yet almoft afraid to be alone. 
Though, as I had never related this to any one, neither having 
any ferious friend, who could participate with me, this was my 
only folace, to retire and vent my grief in tears. My forrows 
were great, but my terror furpaffed them. My {potted foul I 
confidered as on the margin of the two worlds, and it feemed 
my ftay mutt be very fhort, unlefs I found relief. O! the vain 
thoughts, which then arofe in my troubled mind, concerning 
my God! Much did I ftrive to fhun them; but alas, they 
would glance into my mind before I was aware of it. Some- 
times | attempted to pray, but at others, I dared not prefume 
it. Still I grafped at works, as a refuge; and fhortly fixed 
down on a hope, which I have great reafon to fear was a 
falfe one. Reluctantly I attended to fome external duties: 
often I {pent almoft all the Sabbath in idlenefs; fometimes I 
took up my Bible and read a chapter, merely as a debt which I 
thought I owed God, and imagined I did very well if I com- 
pofed myfelf to read two chapters. Thus felf-deceived, for 
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many years, I attempted to purchafe my own falvation; dur- 
ing which time, our minifter was removed by death, and a 
ftranger coming into the place, preached from thefe words : 


“the great day of his wrath is come, and who fhall be able to | 


ftand.”” Which difcourfe, with fome others of his, very much 
alarmed me. My former troubles then arofe, and I was 
brought to fee that there was but one flep between me and the 
loweft hell. At this time, there was fomewhat of an awaken- 
ing in the place, which I thought appeared agreeable to me ; 
and I hoped I was about to come and accept that offer which 
would make me eternally happy. However, I foon became 
more and more inattentive. I ufed to fpend much of my time 
in vain purfuits ; efpecially in attending balls, which I thought 
was, as others term it, an innocent amufement ; but it pleafed 
God to fhow me my extreme folly in rejecting his holy offers 
of eternal life, and choofing to be engaged in fuch difhipated 
company, rather than to meet at his table, with his meek and 
humble followers. In my abfence there was a thank{giving 
ball appointed as ufual. I was foon informed who was de- 
figned for my partner 4 who, to appearance, being no lefs inat- 
tentive to her God than myfelf, made uncommon prepa- 
rations for the ball, as it refpected every particular of her drefs, 
not knowing, poor girl, what was at hand. She had {fcarcely 
completed her things, when fhe was confined to her room, by 
an excruciating difeafe, which foon deprived her of her reafon. 
Thus remaining a few hours in the greateft agony, her foul 
was jummoned to the eternal world; alas, fhe little thought 
that inftead of meeting, as ufual, with her companions, the 
fhould meet her God, and the innumerable hoft of the world 
of {pirits ! 


This being on the morning of Thankfgiving-day, in the ev- 


ening I vifited her parents, and faw the remains of this once 
blooming youth laying in the drefs which fhe had prepared for 
another ufe. This immediately turned my reflection on the 
“uncertainty of life, the certainty of death,” and the awful 
coniequences of wafting the few minutes allotted us here to pre- 
pare for an endiefs eternity. As it happened, I tarried all 
night, and fat up alone. This was a period, when I had much 
reflection on death and judgment. Very diftrefling were my 
reflections on the day the ball wasto be attended: my partner 
then {lept in the cold and filent grave. Being perfuaded that 
the bufinefs of fuch parties, as well as all other diffipation, tend- 
ed greatly to difhonour God, and to the eternal deftruction 
of my own foul, I refolved, that by the affiftance of him who 
upholds me, I would never again be engaged in any thing of 
the kind ; and by his aid, I have been, as yet, able to keep my 
refolution. However, at length, my concern in a great.mea- 
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fure vanifhed away, though I kept up my pharifaical perform- 
ance, for more than ten years; during which time, I 
was frequently under awakening, and I trembled to think, 
what I rejected. At length, it pleafed God to call up the at- 
tention of a number of perfons in this place; two of which 
were a little under my age. On hearing their names mention- 
ed in public, my attention was again excited to reflect on the 
folemnities of death, and that trying fcene, when I fhould ftand 
before the bar of Ged, as I had the greateft reafon to fear I 
fhould be found on the left hand, among that unhappy num- 


ber, te whom it fhall be faid, Depart, ye curfed. 


Thus it feemed, that in my prefent ftate, a few more rolling 
funs would forever feparate me from God and eternal blils. 
Now I began to be fenfible of the total depravity of the human 
heart, to which doétrine I had before been a violent oppofer. 
Thefe words would frequently glance into my mind, “If the 
righteous are fcarcely faved, where fhall the ungodly and the 
finner appear !”” Gloomy were the reflections, I made on the 
rapidity of time, which before had been a great burthen to me ; 
for I confidered that the thread of life only feparated me from 
eternal death. The time arriving, when thefe perfons men- 
tioned were received into full communion with the church ; the 
{cene was pleafing to me, yet very painful. It feemed to me 
my friends, who were very dear to me, had gone and left me: 
that they had fled for refuge to the arms of their God, where 
they were fafe, and were enjoying his fmiles, and him as their 
friend ; but I was left under his frowns, almoft in defpair, be- 
ing enfnared by the fubtilty of the adverfary. My troubles 
were fo greatly increafed, that I was in a great meafure un- 
able to purfue my occupation. I wholly defpaired of ever en- 
joying any more fatisfaction, either in time or eternity, unlefs 
I were permitted to join the happy few. The afpect was fo 
affecting, that I thought I would not mifs of fetting down with 
them the next communion day for all the world. Yet it ap- 
peared to me, that I was then wholly made up of fin; that 
there was no good thing in me ; and it was with trembling 
that I went to flee at night, left the awful meffenger of death 
fhould fuddenly arrive. 

Though, as is natural for perfons, at the laft extremity, to 
grafp at any thing which offers itfelf, 1 then refolved to read 
my Bible three times a day, and retire to the filent grove to 
feek for mercy. Frequently my fins rofe to fuch a height, that 
I could fay no more than this: God be merciful to me a finner. 
Then I experienced a great unwillingnefs to give myfelf up un- 
refervedly to God ; and continued fo to the laft extremity, 
when 1 faw that I had finned againft much clearer light, and 
confidered myfelf more vile than the very devils in hell; I 
No. 16. Vol. II. sf truft 
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truft it then pleafed God to meet me with the joy of pardoned 
fin, which was fweeter to my foul than all the pleafure I had 
ever before experienced ; nay, I think J was fo carried away 
with the beauty of holinefs, that I almoft forgot where I was. 


At that time, the works of nature appeared very different 


from what they ever did before. ‘The Bible, which I had of- 
ten read, but never difcerned any of its excellency, more than 
an ox does of the beauty of the flowers among which he feeds, 
now became my great delight. ‘Though at fome times, I 
have many doubts and fears, yet, at others, God appears fo 
lovely to me, L long to fee the time, when I fhall be delivered 
from finning againit him any more, and go and fit down in his 


blifsful prefence, to go no more out. 
JULIUS. 








THE 


JUDGMENTS OF GOD 
ON A WICKED WORLD. 


Extracted from a European Publication, in but few hands.* 


ie 


A Hiflorical Account of all the Plagues, Peftilences and Famines, 
which have happened throughout the World from the beginning. 


numbers of them that have afflicted _finful nations, as a pun- 
ifhment of their fins. 

God having fwept away an impious generation from off the 
face of the earth by an univdHal deluge, in the year of the 
world 1656, promifed to Noah, that there fhould never be an- 
other of that kind: but the new plantation foon became as 
impious as the former : therefore divine vengeance was refolv- 
ed upon other methods of punifhing finners. 

Anno Mundi.2024. Inthe days of Abraham, there was fuch 
a grievous famine in the land of Canaan (though it was the beft 


I SHALL only give the chronological hiftory of the vat 


of all lands; a land flowing with milk and honey) that that — 


great prince was forced to go into Egypt for fuftenance ; be- 
saufe that was a champaign country, well watered by the river 


of 


* References and hiftorical authorities we omit. 
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of Nilus; and confequently a common granary to Paleftine and 
other neighbouring nations. 

A. M. 2034. God confumed the cities of Sodom and Go- 
morrah, Admah, Zeboim, and Zoar, with fire and brimitone. 
A dreadful deftruction indeed! and ftands a warning to all 
generations ; but yet it had not fuch influence upon mortals as 
might be expected, for the more they increafed the more they 
finned ; and therefore we find many difeafes and new diltem- 
pers arife among them, according as they found out new ways 
of committing fin and iniquity. For in the year of the 
world 

A. M. 2129, In the days of Ifaac, a fecond famine feized 
the land of Canaan, (doubtlefs thefe two were fent as chaltife- 
ments to the wicked inhabitants, that they might repent of their 
fins, and warnings of their approaching deftru@tion) which was 
fo grievous that that great patriarch was obliged to flee to Abi- 
melech the king of Gerar for fupport. 

A. M. 2236. In Jacob’s time a very grievous and univerfal 
famine began in the land of Egypt, and ipread over all Palef- 
tine, Canaan, Arabia, Syria, and the face of the whole earth : 
fo that the people were famifhed by reafonofthe famine. Juf- 
tin the heathen hiftorian gives an account of it; but Mofes re- 
lates all the circumftances of it. 

A. M. 2436. The Egyptians having cruelly oppreffed the 
people of God, fo provoked the Almighty, that he fent ten 
plagues upon them, which in a few months deftroyed both man 
and beaft, and the fruits of the ground in a fearful manner. 

A. M. 2455. One plague in an inftant {wept away twenty- 
four thoufand Ifraelites in the wildernefs for their idolatry. 

A. M. 2631. Such a grievous famine continued ten years 
in Canaan, that Elimelech (though a wealthy nobleman) was 
conftrained to leave his own eflate, and fojourn in a ftrange 
country. Doubtlefs, it was a punifhment upon the idolatry 
and other heinous fins of that licentious and wicked age. 

A. M. 2851. A peftilence confumed fifty thoufand and 
threefcore and ten men of Bethfhemifh, for prying rafhly into 
the ark of the Lord. 

A. M. 2945. A grievous famine was inflicted upon Ifrael 
for three years, becaufe Saul their king flew the Gibeonites. 
This is not the firft time that fubjeéts have fuffered for the fins 
of their prince. 

A. M. 2960. In the reign of king David, a peftilence de- 
ftroyed feventy thoufand of his fubjeéts in fix hours, and it was 
for his pride and curiofity in numbering the people. 

A. M. 3040. In the reign of king Ahab, after a grievous 
drowth, wherein there was neither dew nor rain for three years, 


a great famine enfyed in the kingdom of Ifrael afterwards. : 
A. M. 
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A. M. 3055. There was fuch a grievous famine in Samaria, 
being befieged by Benhadad king ot Syria, that an afs’s head 
was fold for fourfcore pieces of filver, and the fourth part of a 
kab of dove’s dung for five pieces of filver. Nay, two women 
did eat one of their own children, and had alfo devoured the 
other, had not God relieved them with the provifion and fpoil 
of their enemies within twenty-four hours. 

A. M. 3240. In the reign of king Hezekias, an angel of 
God deftroyed one hundred and eighty-five thoufand of the ar- 
my of Sennacherib king of Affyria, by a peltilence in one 
night. 

~ M. 3250. Inthe reign of Tarquinius Prifcus fifth king 
of Rome, a peftilence cut off the greateft part of the Romans, 
but efpecially the women with child, both lying dead together 
in the ftreets: and 

A. M. 3410. It broke out again about fixty years after in 
the fame manner, deftroying their virgins and women with 
child ; when no remedy could be found, they were anfwered, 
that it proceeded from the difpleafure of their gods, becaufe 
the facred rites had not been performed with that decency and 
purity which they required ; feeing a vaftal virgin had been 
defloured at Urbium, which had performed fome of them. 

A. M. 3575, U.C.274. About the time that Nehemiah 
repaired the walls of Jerufalem, before Chrift 430, about the 
fecond year of the Peleponnefian war, that grievous peitilence, 
called the great plague of Attica, began firft in Ethiopia ; 
from thence it came into Lybia and Egypt: it over-run Judea, 
Pheenicia, Syria, and the whole Perfian empire: from thence it 
pafied into Greece, and grievoutly afflicted the Athenian ftate, 
and all the Roman empire. It broke out again at Athens with 
great fury four years afterwards, and fo much exhaufted that 
city of its inhabitants, that for better replenifhing of it, a new 
law was made to allow every man to marry two wives. This 
peftilence fpread over the greateft part of the world, continu- 
ing in fome place or another for fifteen years together, and is 
the firft univerial plague we read of in hiftory. 

Thucydides the Athenian hiltorian has given a very full ac. 
count of this difeafe, having had it himfelf, and freely vifited a 
great many that were afflicted with it. Hippocrates, that ex- 
cellent phyfician of Cos, wrote of it asa phyfician; he was at 
Athens all the-time this diftemper raged there ; and cleanfed 
Theffaly by burning the woods, which purified the air; and 
Artaxerxes king of Perfia promiled him very great rewards to 
come into his dominions, to cure thofe who were infected with 
it; but he refufed them all. 

A.M. 3523. A violent plague began in Rome in Septem- 
ber, and continued a whole year; firft the cattle, then the Q 
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ple were infected ; whereby the fourth part of the fenators, two 
confuls, L. Ebutius, and P. Servilius Prifcus, almoft all the 
tribunes, with many other perfons of note, and fuch a vaft num- 
ber of inferior people as could not be counted. 

A. M. 3601. ‘the moft fevere plague that ever had been 
known, raged then in Rome; it took away the conful Quintil- 
ius and his deputy Sp. Furius, three tribunes, an augure, the 
prieft of Quirinus, moft part of the fenators and the half of the 
Romans, their confederates the Volifci, Sabines, and others, and 
almoft all the cattle. 

A.M. 3619. The plague began in Rome with divers dread- 
ful prodigies, and raged io for two years, that the people were 
fo wafted, that they could not make any defence againft their 
enemies ; whereupon the Fidenites and Veientes entered their 
territories, and came fo far as the gate called Collina. 

A.M. 3644. A famine and peftilence in Rome fwept a- 
way a great many people of all fexes and conditions. 

A. M. 3657. ‘The plague raged fo violently in Rome and 
through Italy, that having no other remedy, they confulted the 
books of the Sibylls, whereby they were advifed to celebrate 
that great ceremony called Lectifternium the firft time ; it was 
afterwards performed in time of fome public calamity only, and 
in this manner ; they took the ftatues of their gods down from 
their pedeftals, they laid them upon ftately beds made for that 
purpofe in their temples, with pillows under their heads, and 
magnificently entertained them on purpofe to pacify them. 
Laitly, they opened the gates of the city to all foreigners, they 
forgot and forgave all quarrels and animolities, granted liberty 
to all prifoners, and entertained ftrangers fplendidly. for no- 
thing. 

A. M. 3672. A great plague and famine cut off vaft mul- 
titudes in the city of Rome and country. 

A. M. 3691. Another plague broke out in Rome by the 
overflowing of the Tyber; and to put a flop to it, they cele- 
brated the former folemn featft. 

A. M. 3721. A peltilence raged in Rome; and two years 
after there was a great mortality among the menonly. ‘the 
caufe of it was for a long time unknown, till a flave declared 
to the fenate, that moft part of the Roman matrons had plot- 
ted to deftroy all the men by a poifoned drink ; whereupon 
twenty of them were apprehended, and being ordered to drink 
it, they died therewith. Afterwards one hundred and feventy 
more of them were apprehended and put to death; thus they 

put a ftop to that mortality. 

A.M. 3759. The Romans being afflicted with a plague, 
fent ambafladors to the inhabitants of Epidaurus, a city in Dal- 
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matia, now called Ragufa ; with rich prefents for AEfculapius 
the god of phyfic, who had been a native there ; in order (if 
poffible) to bring him to Rome. The Epidaurians being un- 
willing to part with their god, a huge ferpent fwam aboard, 
and wound itfelf round in the ftern of one of their gallies ; 
which they took to be A/fculapius, and brought it to Romé 
with great folemnity ; he landed at an ifland in the Tyber, and 
there they built a temple to his honour. But in the meantime 
the plague abated. O! the blindnefs and fuperftition of thofe 
times ! yet God of his infinite mercy winked at them, he over- 
looked their brutifh and abfurd notions of the Deity, and de- 
ftroyed them not: but thanks be to God, who hath delivered us 
from the power of darknefs, and hath tranflated us into the kingdom of 
bis dear Son. 

A. M. 3764. In Sicily a plague confumed the Carthagini- 
an army. 

A. M. 3790. A plague fo wafted Rome, that they wanted 
neceflaries for burying the dead ; and could not raife eight le- 
gions to defend the empire. 

A. M. 3828. A plague broke out in Rome, which begin- 
ning with great rains obliged the confuls to retire; and raged 
fo, that they could not carry on the war in Liguria and Lom- 
bardy. 

A.M. 3848. Such a peftilence raged in Rome, that there 
{carcely remained living fufficient to bury the dead. 

A. M. 3859. Upon the ruin of the famous city of Carthage, 
a peftilence fpread over all Africa by reafon of vaft {warms of 
locufts, which having eat up all the fruits of the earth, the 
ftench of them began that great African plague, which deftroy- 
ed both men and beaft: in Numidia alone eight hundred thou- 
fand died ; about Utica thirty thoufand foldiers that were left 
to guard thofe parts, and more than one thoufand five hundred 
dead corpfes were carried through one gate of that city in a day; 
and about Carthage above two hundred thoufand people died 
in a few days. 

A. M. 3873. This year the third Italian plague began, 
which was fo mortal, that the Romans could not raife eight 
thoufand foot and three hundred horfe, againft the war in 
Sardinia. 

A. M. 3889. Another plague lay very hard upon Rome. 

A. M. 3978. Twenty-five years before Chrift’s incarnation, 
in the thirteenth year of the reign of Herod, a famine and pei- 
tilence fwept away the greateft part of his courtiers and com- 
monalty. But for a remedy of this calamity, Herod melted 
down all the plate of his palace (his treafure being exhaufted) 


even the moft valuable of it; and making money of it, fent it 
into 
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into Egypt to buy corn, to relieve the neceflities of his people 
and neighbours in Syria, who were under the fame diltreis ; he 
provided alfo clothes to them, becaufe the_ flocks of Judea 
were confumed by the great drought. By thefe aéts of chari- 
ty and generofity, he not only reconciled unto him the affec- 
tion of his people, bue alfo made his name famous among the 
neighbouring nations, gaining among them the reputation of a 
wife, gracious and generous prince: which fhews the extraor- 
dinary force and power of charity ; it will procure the love of 
enemies ; it is amiable and beautiful in itfelf ; it renders a man 
{uch to others, and covers a multitude of fins. 

A. M. 4032, and of our Lord Jefus Chrift 29. <A peftilence 
{pread over all ltaly, with fuch a mortality, that few or none 
remained to till the ground. Neither muft we expedt to be al- 
together free from thefe common calamities under the Lord 
Jetus, feeing he has told us, there Jhall be famines and peftilences in 
divers places. 

A. D. 43. Second year of Claudius the Roman emperor, 
England was vifited with fuch a dreadful peftilence, that the 
quick were icarce fufficient to bury the dead. 

A.D. 47. A great famine raged over all Judea, and the 
whole world, in the fifth and fixth years of Claudius, which A- 
gabus by revelation from the Spirit of God had foretold fome 
time before. It was fo great, that the Chriftians in all places 
according to their ability thought it their duty to relieve the 
Jews: Helen, Queen of the Adiabeni, bought a great deal of 
corn out of Egypt at a very dear price; and St. Paul madea 
collection among the Corinthians, Galatians, and other Gentiles, 
for relief of the poor Chriftians of Judea, which teaches us to 
follow their examples in the time of fuch grievous calamities. 

A. D. 54. <A grievous famine {pread ever Britain, fo that 
the inhabitants were forced to eat dogs, cats, rats, and other 
vermin ; which was followed 

A.D. 57. With a great plague in Britain. 

A.D. 65, When Nero was emperor, a great peftilence in 
Rome {wept away thirty thoufand people in the harveft time. 

A.D. 70. When Vefpafian and Titus carried on the wars 
again{t the Jews, befides the infinite numbers that fell by their 
{word, there was alfo fuch a dreadful famine in Jerufalem, 
that a noble woman boiled her own child to eat it. After 
which, fo great a peftilence immediately enfued, that from the 
firft of April to the firft of July following, one hundred fifteen 
thoufand and eighty carcafles of the poorer fort, were carried 
out to be buried at the public charge, and fix hundred thou- 
fand of the ordinary rank were caft dead out of the gates of the 
¢jty ; and when they were not able to bury them, they gather- 
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ed their bodies together into the greateft houfes adjoining, and 
there fhut them up. Thus fome reckoned twelve hundred and 
forty thoufand and upwards of them, that were cut off by the 
{word in the deftruction of Jerufalem and other cities of Judea ; 
befides innumerable numbers of them that are omitted, and 
died by plague, pettilence, famine, maflacres, and other means. 
So never a nation languifhed in fuch a deplorable manner, nor 
fuffered fuch miferies. For all thefe curfes and calamities came 
upon them at that time that Mofes and Jefus Chrift had fore- 
told them for their wickednefs. ‘ 

A.D. 88. A peftilence raged in the northern parts of Eng- 
land. 

A. D. 92. The fame alfo infected Scotland fo furioufly, 
that one hundred and fifty thoufand people died. 

A.D. 102. A great plague {pread over all Britain, which 
was occafioned by the extraordinary mortality and putrefaction 
of the fifh in moft rivers of both nations. 

A. D. 114. A peftilence in Wales killed forty-five thou- 
fand people. 

A. D. 134. Inthe reign of Adrian, a great famine and 
peftilence cut off many more of the Jews and fome of the hea- 
thens in the empire; hefides thofe vaft numbers of them that 
were cut off before by the fword. 

A. D. 137. Another raged in York, which almoft difpeo- 
pled that city. 

A. D. 146. <A plague broke out in Scotland. 

A.D. 151. Another deftroyed much people in Wales. 

A.D. 160. A great famine and peftilence cut off many 
thoufands of people in Scotland. 

A.D. 169. A plague did much harmin Wales. 

A.D. 170. When M. Aurel and L. Verus were emperors, 
a dreadful peftilence broke out on this occafion. Verus having 
continued four years in an expedition in the eaft, and after much 
bloodfhed at the taking and plundering of Babylon; the Ro- 
man foldiers pillaging the temple of Apollo, in a place under 
ground, found a little golden coffer, which, upon their opening 
of it, caft forth a horrible infection, which {pread itfelf through 
the army. At his return he carried the plague over all the 
provinces through which he paffed ; and caufed the infection to 
{pread through Italy, and almoft all the empire : it was fo mor- 
tal, that for want of men, they took carts and wains to carry 
out the dead. Then they re¢tified and ftriétly obferved the fe- 
vere laws of Antoninus, about burying the dead, viz. that no 
violence fhould be offered to fepulchres, and that the poor 
fhould be buried at the charge of the public. This plague was 
followed with a famine, earthquake, inundations, caterpillars, 

and 
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and bloody wars, in Italy, and other provinces: to put a Rop 
to thefe dreadful calamities, the vigilant and prudent emperar 
ufed all methods, human and divine, with infinite zeal and fuper- 
ftition. He fent for priefts from all parts, to difpatch the innu- 
merable company of facrifices, vowed and offered upon this oc- 
cafion ; celebrated all the facred foreign rites that were ever 
known in Rome, purged the'city by all manner of ways: cele- 
brated the folemnities called Leétifterina feven days together. 
If this heathen was at fo much pains to implore the help of his 
vain idols ; how much more fhould we ari/e and call upon the liv- 
ing and true God, who will hear us in the day of trouble. 

A. D. 180. In the reign of Commodus, a great plague 
broke out upon the martyrdom of St. Polycarp and other Chrif- 
tians ; which {pread over Italy, Greece, and almoft all the Ro- 
man empire: in Rome alone it made two thoufand funerals 
every day for aconfiderable time. Dio tells us, that he never 
knew fuch a dreadful peftilence before, and that many wicked 
men were hired to throw little needles dipped in poifon upon the 
people, whereby many thoufands were cut off. 

A. D. 211. After a comet had appeared for a month over 


London, a great plague raged in it for a long time. 
(To be continued. ) 
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Teo THE Epitrors or tHE M. M. Macazine. 


Gentlemen, 
SHOULD you confider the following thoughts, defigned to convey, 


in an cafy and familiar manner, fome juft ideas to the minds of children 
and youth, concerning the being and perfettions of God, worthy of pub- 
lication, you are requefied to make them public. 


ire 
-—---- -- 


ON THE BEING OF GOD. 


EAR children and youth! you have often been told that 
there is a God; and you believe, no doubt, that what you 
have heard on this fubject is true. But have you any other rea- 
fon to give for your belief, befides this, that your parents and 
inftructors have told you, there isa God? If you believe in the 
exilterice of God, you ought to be able to give fome good rea- 
fons for your belief. And that you may have it in your pow- 
er to do this, you muft attend to the following things. 
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How did this world, with all its mountains, trees, rivers, 
&c. come into exiftence ! How came the feas, ponds and riv- 
ers to abound with fifhes and other living creatures, in great 
diverfity, with refpect to fize, fhape, &c! How came the num- 
berlefs living creatures into exiftence, which creep, and walk, 
and run upon the earth, or fly about in the air! And how 
came there to be a fun, and a moon, and fuch a multitude of ftars 
in the heavens, over our heads! How did all thefe creatures 
and things, and all other creatures and things come into exift- 
ence! Did they make themfelves? We certainly did not make 
ourfelves, nor did any other creature make itfelf. If all the 
men in the world fhould ufe, to the utmoft, their power and 
fkill, they would find themfelves unable to make any living 
thing, or a {pire of grafs to grow, or any fubftance to come in- 
to exiftenee, out of nothing; not even a grain of fand, or the 
fmalleft atom. But if no creatures or things made themfelves, 
or made each other, they muft have been made by fome very 
great and very powerful being. By fuch a being, they cer- 
tainly were made. And this being is called GOD. 

That there is a God further appears from the wonderful 
events, which are continually taking place in the world. The 
fun rifes and fets every day, and at a particular time, every 
day, from year to year, without variation. The moon alfo in 
her various changes and appearances, is always regular and 
exact. The rifing and ebbing of the fea, we obferve conftant- 
ly and uniformly following each other. The feveral feafons of 
the year obferve a regular fucceffion. ‘“ Seed time and harveft, 
and cold and heat, and fummer and winter, and day and 
night have never ceafed.” Fifhes of various kinds come up 
from the fea into creeks, and rivers, and ponds, at ftated pe- 
tidds, for our benefit ; and when we have taken a fufficient 
fupply of them, the remainder retire back from whence they 
came. How many brutal creatures are perfectly under the 
contro] and management of man, notwithftanding their fupe- 
rior ftrength, and made greatly fubfervient to our ufe. The 
birds of the air difcover wonderful fagacity, in building their 
nefts and rearing their young ; and many-of them, in retiring 
to warmer climates or to places of fafety and convenience, on 
the approach of winter. Thefe things they perform without 
inftruétion, with wonderful art, uniformity and exactnefs. 
How aftonifhing is the diverfity of notes uttered by the differ- 
ent f{pecies of birds, and the variety of their plumage, fhapes, 
&c.! How furprifing it is that fo exact a proportion between 
males and females fhoyld always be found among the almoft 
infinite variety and number of living creatures! And is it not 
equally marvellous, that fince there are fo many millions of 


human beings in the world, there fhould be that difference of 
complexion, 
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complexion, features, voice, &c. among them, as to diftinguifh 
one from another! How amazing is it to reflect, that notwith- 
ftanding the innumerable multitude and vaft variety of liv- 
ing creatures, they fhould all be fo formed and contrived, as 
to aniwer wife and important purpofes! that they fhould 
all have provifion made for them, fuitable to their re- 
{pective natures, and that they fhould all be furnithed 
with fuitable:- members and organs, to obtain, and make 
ufe of what is provided for them! How full of wonder 
and aftonifhment is every creature and thing, which we 
behold around us! And if we attend to the form and con- 
ftruction of our own bodies, we fhall find matter for the great- 
eft furprife. _We are, indeed, fearfully and wonderfully made, 
and curioufly wrought. Notwithftanding our bodies confilt of 
fo many parts, yet each is nicely fuited to the other, and all 
fo contrived and put together, as to form one beautiful and 
harmonious whole. 

Can thefe things, dear children and youth, take place by 
chance? It is very unreafonable to think fo. Can you believe, 
when you fee a clock or watch, that it made itfelf, or that its 
different parts came together by chance? Or that it keeps time 
and points out the different hours and minutes of the day, by 
mere accident ? You cannot believe this. You immediately con- 
clude that the different and curious parts were made and put 
together, by fome {kilful artift or workman. Mutt we not 
then, when we confider ourfelves ; when we contemplate on 
the various creatures and things around us, and the wonderful 
events, which are continually taking place, conclude, that 
there is, indeed, a God, who is the contriver and maker of 
them all ? Does it not become us to exclaim, with wonder and 
aftonifhment, “O Lord, how manifold are thy works! In 
wifdom haft thou made them all.’’ 

Notwithftanding the things, which we have been confider- 
ing, feem abundantly fufficient to teach us the exiftence of 
God, yet we are chiefly indebted to the Bible for our knowl- 
edge of this great and important truth. Were it not that we 
enjoy the light and inftrudtion of this blefled book, we fhould 
be as ignorant about God as the poor heathen, who worfhip 
dumb idols, the work of men’s hands. But how does the Bi- 
ble teach us, that “there isa God.” Not merely becauie it 
‘fays, that God exifts; but the very nature of the Bible teach- 
eth us this great and folemn truth. ‘The Bible is fuch a book 
as the wifell and' moft learned men could never compote, by 
their own wifdom and knowledge. If the men, who wrote 
the things contained in the Bible, had not been under the im- 
mediate and fpecial gnidance of God, their writings would 


mot agree one with another, and make a perfe@ly confiftent 
whole, 
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whole, as they now do; nor could they have thought of, and 
brought into view a thoufand things, which we find written. 
They never could have wrought fuch miracles, in the name of 
God, which many of them did; nor could they have foretold 
fo many things, which have exactly been accomplifhed, unlefs 
God had afforded them fpecial affiftance. If there had been 
no God, thefe things could never have taken place. Hence 
it is evident that there is a God. 


REFLECTIONS. 


1. HOW thankful ought we to be, that in addition to the 
volume of creation, we enjoy the volume of revelation, to 
teach us the exiftence of God! As our advantage for becom- 
ing acquainted with this great and important truth is much 
greater than that enjoyed by the moft of our fellow-men, fo 
our obligation to be thankful is proportionably greater. How 
inexcufable, then, muft be our condutt, if we neglect to make 
fuitable improvement. 

2. How great, how inexcufable is the folly of thofe, who do 
not believe in, and acknowledge the exiftence of God? Mutt 
not the blindnefs or wickednefs of their hearts be very great, 
fince it clofes their eyes againft the light of truth, and will net 
fuffer them to attend to the evidence, which fo clearly proves 
the divine exiftence ? 

3. They who have good and honeft hearts are willing to 
come to the light of truth. They do come to that light, and 
are fully convinced that there is a God. And as they believe 
in God’s exiftence, fo they have fuch a view and knowledge of 
his chara¢ter, as to make them joyful and happy. 


—_——wE +: aaa 


ON THE PERFECTIONS OF GOD. 


HAVING endeavoured to eftablifh in your minds a ra- : 
tional and fatisfactory belief that there is a God, I fhall now, 
dear children and youth, endeavour in a brief, and in as plain a 
manner as I am able, to fhew you what the perfections of God 
are, or what God is. 

Some of the perfeGtions of God are called matura/, and the 
others are called moral perfeaions. I flrall firft mention, and re- 
mark on his natural perfections. | 

The fcriptures teach us to confider God, as perfect in the 
higheft poffible degree ; and enlightened reafon teaches the 

fame. 
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fame. As then we muft not confider any thing imperfeé as 
belonging to the charaéter of God, we muft infer, that no bod- 
ily parts, or organs, or fhape belong to him; for fuch things 
would imply imperfection. When the fcriptures fpeak of 
God as having arms, eyes, &c. they mean, only, that he pof- 
fefles ftrength, underftanding, &c. Therefore we muft con- 
fider God as a pure fpirit. Agreeably the Bible teacheth us, 
that God “ is a Spirit.” 

The fcriptures teach us that God is every where; that his 
prefence fills the univerfe. All creatures and things, in com- 
parifon with the greatnefs or infinite exiftence of God, are as 
the fmall drop of the bucket, and as the light duft upon the 
balance. God is alfo infinite in this view, that his exiltence is 
without beginning and without end. Accordingly he is reprefent- 
oar {cripture, as the everlafting God, and as the King eter- 
Nal. 

As God is a being every where prefent, fo we mult confider 
his knowledge as unlimited. He knows every thing, patt, pref- 
ent, and to come. As his prefence is in every place of his 
boundlefs dominions, fo all things muft be open and naked to 
his view. The darknefs and the light are both alike unto him. 
Nothing can be hidden from his fight. 

God is omnipotent. He is poflefied of all power, fo that he 
can do whatfoever he pleafeth, however difficult, and feemingly 
impoffible, with the greateft eafe. Nothing can oppofe his 
power or refift his will. ‘That God is indeed thus powerful, 
is evident from the works of creation and providence, and from 
the teftimony of the Holy Scriptures. Such, and fo great are 
the perfeétions of God, which are called natural. The other 
perfections of his character, which are called moral, are, firft, 

Wifdom. “ God is wife in heart ;” and in this perfeétion he 
is infinite. As heart is expreflive of moral character, fo we are 
to confider the wifdom of God as entirely diftinét, in its na- 
ture, from the knowledge of God. Wifdom and knowledge 
are often confidered effentially the fame in quality; but they 
ought not thus to be confounded. ‘They are, in quality, as 
diftin@ and different from each other as they are in name. 
Knowledge may exift in an intelligent being to a high degree, 
where there is no wifdom or goodnefs. Satan poflefles much 
knowledge, but no wifdom. All his conduct is under the in- 
fluence and direction of perfeé& folly. Wifdom in God, as it 
is perfect, confifts in difcovering the beft end, in a difpofition 
to accomplifh that end, and in purfuing meafures, which will 
accomplifh it, and in the beft poflible way. When God is 
fpoken of as wife in heart, the fame general idea is conveyed, 
as when he is reprefented as being light without any darknefs. 

Both 
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Both thefe defcriptions mtend moral rectitude or excel. 
lence. 

Fuflice is another perfection belonging to the moral charac- 
ter of God. By juftice, nothing is meant effentially different 
from rectitude of will, or a difpofition to ac righteoufly, in op- 
pofition to whatever is unjult or aay 2a This perfec- 


tidn the fcriptures very clearly and fully afcribe to God. 
“ The Lord is righteous in all his ways, juft and right is he.” 
He always judges according to truth and righteoufnefs; and 
his conduct agrees with his judgment. He vindicates and 
maintains the caufe of the righteous, and condemns and pun- 
ifhes the finally impenitent wicked, according to their deferts. 
He is juft to his promifes and threatenings, by performing the 
things promifed, and by inflicting the evils threatened. e is 
jutt to himfelf, by maintaining his own caufe, by vindicating 
his own rights, and by ‘refenting, in a proper manner, the 
rebellious and affrontive condu& of his creatures. As he is a 
being of infinite greatnefs and glory, fo, in juftice to himfelf, 
he requires of all moral and intelligent beings, fupreme and 
perpetual love and obedience. And this requirement is per- 
fedily juft and right. Were God to neglect thus to maintain 
his own caufe and vindicate his own rights, the juftice of his 
character could not be fupported. ‘Therefore, where he is de- 
fcribed in f{cripture as a being of juftice, as the juft judgé, and 
a God of recompenfe, the ideas conveyed are, that he is. juft 
to himfelf by being jealous for his own honour, for his holy 
name ; by not giving his glory to another, and by taking ven- 
geance on his adverfaries, who would rob him of the honour, 
which is juftly his due. In a word, God is engaged in ad- 
miniftering juftice throughout his widely extended dominions, 
in the moft exact and impartial manner. The Judge of all 
the earth will afluredly do right, 

It may not be unimportant in this place to obferve, that the 
juttice or righteoufnefs of God implies goodne/s. It is effential 
to goodnefs, nor indeed does it, in its nature, differ from the 
nature of goodnefs. An unjuft being cannot be a good being, 
nor can a good being be an unjuft being. A perfectly jult be- 
ing is difpofed to injure no one; nor can fuch a being do an 
injurious aé ; nor is a perfectly good being difpofed to do an 
injury to any one ; and indeed it is impoflible that fuch a being 
fhould aé injurioufly. A perfectly juft being is difpofed to ad- 
minifter juftice in fuch a way as to accord with perfect good- 
nefs, and to produce the greateft general good or happinefs ; 
and a perfectly good being is difpofed to condué in the fame 
manner. However, then, we fpeak of the juftice and good- 
nefs of God as diftin& perfeftions, we muft confider them as 
eflentially the fame, and as involving each other. mass 

rut 
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Truth and faithfulnefs are alfo perfections belonging to the 
eharacter of God. Thefe, as well as all his other perfeétions, 
exilt in the higheft poffible degree, infomuch that he hateth 
guile and deceit with a perfect hatred. It is impoflible for 
God that he fhould lie or deceive. Whatever he promiieth he 
will afluredly perform ; and whatever he threateneth, he will ai- 
furedly execute, according to the true intent of the threatening. 
Hence, we may place the moft firm and unfhaken confidence 
in the divine truth and faithfulnefs. God will never deceive 
nor diappoint us. But as God is true and faithful, he muft 
neceflarily be a good being. There is a moft intimate and an 
indifloluble connexion between *hefe perfections. ‘heir na- 
ture is indeed the fame. A being poffefled, in the highelt de- 
gree, of truth and faithfulnefs, muft be good in the highelt 
poflible degree ; but without goodnefs there can be no truth 
and faithfulnefs. | 

As-we muft confider God completely and abfolutely per- 

feét, in order to form juft views of his character, fo we mult 
confider him as immutable in all his perfections, or as incapable 
of change. Imperfeét creatures are not only liable tc change, 
but are often changing in their purpofes and purfuits; and be- 
caufe they do thus change, they muft be imperfect. But God 
is liable tono change. He is of one mind, who can turn him? 
With him is no variablenefs or fhadow of turning. He is the 
fame, as to his defigns and purpofes, and in all his perfections, 
from everlaiting toeverlaftng. _ 
- Thefe obfervations, in fome meafure, illuftrate the perfections 
of the divine character. The natural perfections of God con- 
filt in omnipre/fence, unlimited knowledge, and almighty power. His 
moral perfections confift in infinite wifdom, goodne/s, juflice, truth, 
and faithfulne/s. Thefe latter perfections eminently conititute 
the holinefs, the love, the glory of God. They render him 
glorious in holinefs. All that belongs to the moral character 
of God, is included in his holinefs. It may be obferved, with 
equal propriety, that all thefe perfections are included in love ; 
for “God is love.” By this is intended, that the good will, 
or benevolence of God, is fo great and diffufive, as to difpofe 
him to confult and effec the higheft poflible good or happi- 
nels. 


REFLECTIONS. 


1. HOW great, how perfect, how wonderful a being is 
God! The perfeétions of his nature are too high for our com- 
prehenfion. By fearching we cannot find them out unto per- 
tection. © We may, indeed, form fome juit ideas mre: | 
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God ; but after all the pains we can take to underftand what, 
and how great aad glorious God is, we fhall know him only in 
part. Holy beings in heaven will probably be learning more 
and more of God to alleternity. This will be a moft delight- 
ful employment; but they will never fully comprehend what 
is the height, and depth, and length, and breadth of his glori- 
ous perfections. 

2. How great is our obligation to love God, or to be recon- 
ciled to his character! It comprifes every thing great and ex- 
cellent and lovely. We ought to rejoice and be exceedingly 
glad that God is juft fuch a being as he is; that he is feated 
on the throne of the univerfe ; that his counfel will ftand, and 
that he will accomplifh all his pleafure. We ought to admire 
and be pleafed with every perfection of his chara¢ter, cheerful - 
ly to fubmit to his will and government, and unconditionally 
to refign ourfelves and our all into his hands, to be at his dif- 
pofal forever. To do this is to be reconciled to God. In this 
confifts the nature of true religion, and this is our moft reafon- 
able fervice. 

3. How unreafonable, how finful is the condué& of thofe, 
who, inftead of loving God with all the heart, are oppofed to, 
and hate his glorious character! Such is the condué of all 
wicked men, or impenitent finners. Their carnal minds are 
enmity againft God. They are in a ftate of actual rebellion 
againft him, with their weapons in their hands! To enter the 
lilt of controverfy with a Being infimitely powerful, wife, good 
and holy, what ingratitude, what aftonifhing perverfity and mad- 
nefs! The unreafonablenefs and guilt of fuch condutt is incon- 
ceivably great. It mult be infinite. 

. How firm a foundation is laid in the character of God 
for the fafety and happinefs of his friends, or the fubjeéts of 
true religion ! God is on their fide, and all his infinite perfec- 
tions are engaged to promote their higheft and beft good. 
He has promited to make all things work together for their 


good. Faithful is he, who hath promifed, and he will affured- 


ly perform his promife. In all their fufferings, of whatever 
kind, they may fee the hand of their God, and refleét, that his 
corrections are merciful vifitations. Although their fuffer- 
ings, for the prefent, are not joyous but grievous, yet they have 
the divine promife for their f{upport and confolation, that they 
will yield them the peaceable fruits of righteoufnefs, and work 
out for them a far more exceeding and an eternal weight of 
glory. Befides, they may derive unfpeakable joy and comfort 
from the confideration, that God is able and certainly will 
overrule all the evils, which take place in the world, fo as molt 


glorweufly to difplay his own character, and promote the high- 
eft 
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eft poflible good of the univerfe. God will never fuffer any 
event to take place, which will not be fubfervient to the pur- 
pofes of his moft holy will and fovereign pleafure. How tirm 
a foundation, how ample a fource for confolation and joy are 
\here, to the friends of God! His caufe is fafe. ‘Their owr 
beft intereft is fafe. They will be fafe in the folemn hour of 
death. They will be fafe and completely happy to all eterni- 
ty.  Unfpeakably defirable and bleffed is the condition of the 
righteous. ‘ Ail is theirs.” 

5. But how dreadful the condition of the ungodly! God is 
angry with them every day. He fets his face againft them, 
and his wrath is ready to fall upon, and to fink them in ever- 
lafting wretchednefs and defpair. Remaining in their prefent 
condition, they can find no peace nor fafety. Their way is 
hard. They travail and are in pain. Although they feek 
happinefs with much eagernefs and affiduity, yet they do not 
find it, becaufe they feek it in a wrohg way, and where it is 
not to be found. Their higheft enjoyments are accompanied 
with much forrow and vexation of fpirit. Their moft exhila- 
rating and permanent joys are like the ‘* crackling of thorns un- 
der a pot,” noify and foon gone. They continually involve 
themfelves more and more in guilt and mifery, wherever they 
are, and in whatever they engage. Through life, in every 
ftage, they are in a very dangerous and unhappy fituation ; and 
in the trying hour of death, O how deplorable their tate! God 
is their enemy. ‘They have no friend to help or comfort 
them. In looking back on their paft lives, they can find noth- 
ing for confolation and a well grounded hope, and by lookin 
forward, O how full of dread and anguifh the profpe&! Un- 
lefs in a ftate of very great ftupidity and felf-deception, to 
what fide foever they turn, clouds and darknefs, dread and 
horror, muft feize upon their diltracted minds. But, oh! who 
can defcribe, who can conceive what will be the {cenes openin 
to their view, when, dying impenitent, their fouls fhall have 
left their bodies ! or what will be the preflure of divine wrath, 
which they will then experience! Doleful ftate of the damned! 
who can dwell with everlafting burnings ? 

May thefe awful confiderations alarm the minds of carelefs 
and fecure finners, convince them of the unreafonablenefs of 
their conduét, and be inftrumental to their {fpeedy repentance, 
and reconciliation to God, that he may have mercy upon 
them, abundantly pardon and receive them into favour. 


NORVILLE. 
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394 Letter from a Gentleman to his Friend. 


LETTER FROM A GENTLEMAN TO HIS FRIEND. 


—_—_ 
Ca 


Mn Extra& of a Letter from a Gentleman in Cole Dif- 
tri@ of Maine, to his Friend in Winchendan, affachufetts, 
dated Fulyt, 1804. 


E received letters from fome of you, by Efq. Crofby ; 

which were very acceptable, although they conveyed 

to us the forrowful and afflicting news of the death of our dear 

brother! He is cut down in the morning of his days; and in 

the bloom of life! and his ftate unalterably fixed! He is now 

in the hands of a juft God, who will reward him according to 
his deeds. 

I am glad to hear that he converfed to his friends, that he 
was not ftupid and thoughtlefs about his future ftate, though 
he gave no fure evidence, that he had made his peace with 
God ; yet, by what he faid, we may hope. God for wife rea- 
fons, has again feen fit to repeat the ftroke of mortality in our 
family ; either in mercy to wean us from this world, to break 
us off from fin, to prove our love, patience and obedience to 
Him; or in judgment to harden us infin. He has taken one 
here and one there, in the family ; he is confined to no age nor 
fize ; and who of us will next feel the cold hand of death, God 
only knows. Therefore it becomes us, as finful dying mortals, 
to awake out of our fpiritual fleep, to be diligent in preparin 
for another world. Let us impartially examine ourfelves, nae 
fee how affairs f{tand between God and our fouls! fee what our 
views are in profefling Chrift, and in partaking of the facra- 
ment ; whether it is in humble obedience to Chrift’s command, 
for the honour and glory of God, and the advancement of reli- 
gion, or whether they are carnal and felfifh ; to be thought well 
of by our friends and neighbours, or merely for fafhion’s fake. 
Let us afk ourfelves thefe queftions. Have we been brought to 
fee the entire depravity of our hearts? that they are wholly op- 
pofed to God and holinefs? that our hearts muft be changed ; 
that we muft be born again? Have, and do we make it our 
daily and conftant prayer to God, to ftrengthen and affift us, in 
the way of our duty ? to enlighten our minds, renew our wills, 


~and to help our infirmities? Do we defire and labour to mor- 


tify and forfake every fin? Do we hate fin, and love holinefs ? 
Do we prize God, Chrift, and religion, above all earthly 
things ? 


Have 
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Have we endeavoured to caft afide all our own righteoufnefs, 
and come to God naked and empty, having nothing to recom- 
mend us; but relying wholly on the mercy and free grace of 
God, for pardon and recenciliation? Have we repented of all 
our paft fins and follies? Do we love our neighbour as our- 
felves ? | 

If, on examination, we find this fpirit and difpofition in us ; 
I think that we may have reafon to hope, that at leaft, the 
great work of falvation is begun in our hearts; and let us per- 
fevere in well doing, that by divine grace we may endure to the 
end. Let us conttantly wait on God in every known duty, 
with a willing and obedient mind, and he will accept us.* 

You have the gofpel conftantly preached among you, to 
which, if you attend and rightly improve, you will find it a 
great blefling, which we are too apt to fet lightly by, while we 
might enjoy its benefits.- But God is not confined to any par- 
ticular ways, or means, to bring us home to himéelf. 

I truft he has been pleafed, in mercy to my foul, to convince 
me by the operation of his Holy Spirit, of the depravity and 
treachery of my heart; and has enabled me to look to Him, 
and place my confidence alone in Him, for falvation. We but 
feldom have preaching here ; but a Mr. Johnfon of Freeport, 
who is a miflionary, preached with us this day ; he has power 
to conftitute churches, and to receive members in full commun- 
jon with churches at large. And, having this opportunity, have 
this day made a folemn dedication of myfelf to God, and re- 
newed my covenant obligations to Him; and promifed by the 
afliftance of the Holy Spirit to live to Him, and walk according 


to the rules of the gofpel. God grant me grace fo to do and 
perform. 


I hope 


* It may be thought by some, that the writer of this letter, in this 
sentence, would hold up that the doings of the unregenerate prepare 
the way for their conversion; or render them more fit for the Divine 
operations. This cannot be his idea; for he requires that prayer, read- 
ing the bible, and other things, should all be done with “ a willing and 
obedient mind.” “ But none have truly “a willing and obedient mind” 
but the people of God—for Christ says, speaking of sinners, “ ye will 
‘not come to me that you might have life.’ And in another place, it is 
said, ‘so then they who are in the flesh cannot please God,” It is 
therefore evident, that such will not pray and read as above directed, 
and of course do no duty which prepares the way for Divine operations ; 
for the carnal, unregenerate mind, will not produce werks pleasing to 
God. The writer, no doubt, when he directs bis friends “to ask of 
God,” would join with St. James, where he says, “ if any man lack wis- 
dem let him ask of God”—* but let him ask in faith ;” for without 
faith itis impossible to please Him. Itis true unregenerate men ought 
to be directed to read and pray ; but no one in his senses would direct 
them to do these, with a wrong temper and wrong motives: they must, 
therefore, do them rightly ; and if they be not disposed to this, herein 
is their blame. 
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I hope all of you will attend carefully to the welfare of your 
fouls. You, who have not yet eonfefled Chrift, 1 hope will not 
long remain without it. If you have any defire to know Chrift, 
feek him earneftly, by prayer, and he will be found of you. 


I am your affectionate brother, 
T. W. 








ADDRESS TO CHILDREN. 


Oo 


An Addrefs to the Children and Grandchildren of a Pious La- 
dy, found in her Winding Sheet after her Deceafe. 


My dear Friends and Children, 


MIGHT give you flattering titles, in order to turn your 

attention to the greateft good ; but I addrefs you ina plain 
ftyle as one from the world of fpirits, and therefore I entreat 
you to hear me patiently. 

And I believe, that it is a defire for your beft good, that 
prompts me to write thefe lines, as from the dead to the living, 
and while I am in view of the eternal world. I have often 
thought on your cafe with great concern; and frequently my 
heart has bled for you, who are not only ignorant of the 
pleafures and joys of religion, but alfo ftrangers to all true 
happinefs, she liapicly Redeemer, and the operations of the Ho- 
ly Spirit. O, how has it filled me with forrow to refleé on 
your wretched ftate and mournful condition! I have viewed 
you engaged in gratifying yourfelves in all your flefhly defires ; 
and the world {miling on your purfuits, and you hearkening to 
its delufive promifes, pleafing yourfelves with long enjoying 
empty vanities! You alfo are bound to the eternal world, and 
mutt fhortly take up your dwelling forever, either with holy 
faints and angels, or depraved men and devils! And yet moft 
of you appear as thoughtlefs and as carelefs as though you 
were to continue in this world forever! O, what hazards do 
you run! What crowns of glory do you defpife! You are in 
danger every moment of falling under the wrath of an omnip- 
otent God! Dare you go on in fin! and venture into His 
prefence, in an unregenerate ftate, at which the very heavens 
flee away | Can you think of appearing before Him as your 


Judge, 
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Judge, and reft eafy without an intereft in his merits! Are not 
your fouls worth infinitely more than the fmall affairs of this 
life ? Why then will you negle& them ; not only to the break- 
ing of your mother’s heart, but alfo to the eternal deftruction 
of your own fouls! O, that yu could know, in this your day, the 
things that belong to your peace. If my tears conid fave you, how 
could I mourn over you as the Redeemer did over Jerufa- 
lem ! 

. I prefume to fay, my dear relatives, that you all love happi- 
nefs ; and is there no happinefs ia keeping the commands or in 
ferving God? This is happinefs to all who have a relifh for di- 
vine things. Would you be fafe for eternity? an intereft in 
Chrift will not only make you fafe, but completely happy tor 
eternity. What arguments fhali I ufe to perfuade you to a re- 
ligious life? Shall 1 tell you as well as I can of all the glory 
of the upper world ? And fay that you will there fee all the 
holy patriarchs and prophets; and have them for your com- 
panions? There you will be in the company of angels, but 
above all, with the Holy Lamb Jefus, the Redeemer of men, 
even God incarnate ! Where we fhall fee, not as through a 
glafs darkly, but with open face, be permitted to view the un- 
veiled glory of the immutable God-Man, Chrift Jefus! Or fhall 
I endeavour to point out to you all the horrors of the regions 
of the damned, and fpeak of the devil your deceiver and tor- 
mentor! O, unfpeakable horror! who can dwell] with devour- 
ing fire, and with everlafting burnings? O, my friends, fhall 
I tpeak to you from the invifible world, and not be received ? 
Why will you die when Chrift ftands with open arms to re- 
ceive you! Surely you muft be left forever without excule, for 
nothing can hinder you from going to Chrift, but your own 
wills and bad difpofition ; this is an inability, which you choofe, 
and renders you infinitely criminal in the fight of Heaven,—this 
influences you to hate that Being whom you oyght to love 
with all the heart. Love is all that the law of God requires 
ef you. Chrilt fays, “ Behold I ftand at the door and knock ;” 
and that his “ Spirit fhall not always ftrive with man.” ‘Then, 
O finner, the day of grace will foon be paft ; and if you do not 
accept of Chrift in time, you muft, you will be miferable in 
eternity. I could wifh, that you might know the things that 
belong to your peace, before they will be forever hidden from 
your eyes. Ali that I can fay, is, to recommend you to God 
and to the word of his grace, which is able to build you up, 
and give you an inheritance among all them that are fantti- 
fied, Adieu. 


W. 
REMARKS 


cere 








! 
‘ 



































bid 


398 Remarks on Deut. xxix. 29. 


REMARKS. ON DEUTERONOMY XXIX. 26. 


—_— 
NS 


To the Ebrrors of the Massachuserts M. Maéazine. 


GENTLEMEN, 
The following Remarks on Deuteronomy xxix. 29, are [ubmitted 
to your di/pofal. 


ree ee 


“The secret things belong unto the Lord our God; but those 
things which are revealed belong unto us, and to our children for- 
ever, that we may do all the words of this law.” 


J HESE words do not juftify a denial of any revealed doc- 

trine, but fuggeft the importance of making a proper 

diftinction between fecret things, and things which are re- 
vealed. 

There are things, concerning the being and perfeétions of 
God, which will forever remain a fécret to the moft exalted 
creatures. ‘Canft thou by fearching find out God? Canft 
thou find out the Almighty unto perfeaion ?” But it belongs 
to us to believe, that there is an infinite, eternal, felf-exiftent 
and unchanging God, whofe wifdom, power and goodnefs are 
unlimitable, for his charaéter is plainly revealed in his word. 

What God’s defigns are, with regard to many things, is a 
fecret, which belongs to his own infinite miad ; but it belongs 
to us to believe, that God hath eternal and immutable defigns, 
concerning all things, for this is a revealed truth. He fays, 
** I am God, and there is none elfe; I am God, and there is 
none like me; declaring the end from the beginning, and 
from ancient times the things that are not yet done, faying, 
My counfel fhall ftand, and 1 will do all my pleafure.” 

Divine revelation informs us, that God defigns to glorify 
himfelf, by all his works of creation and providence. “The 
Lord hath made all things for himfelf.”” “For my own fake, 
even for my own fake will Ido it.” “ For I have created him 
for my glory.” “ For of him, and through him, and to him 
are A to whom be glory forever and ever.”? But, how 


‘God will difpofe of particular nations and individuals, in ac- 
complifhing his ultimate defign, is a fecret, and fecret things 
have no influence on men’s minds; nations and individuals, 
therefore, voluntarily purfue courfes, which lead to happinefs 
or rum, while the immutable defigns of God are accom- 
plifhed. : It 
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Tt appears, that God had a very important defign in fending 
Jofeph into Egypt. Jofeph told his brethren, that God meant 
it unto good. But God’s defign remained a fecret, till it was 
accomplifhed, and could not have been a motive to the cruel 
aét of Jdcob’s fons in felling their brother. ‘They were moved 
by envy. But when Jacob and his family went down into 
Egypt, to be nourifhed by Jofeph, in time of famine, God’s de- 
fign was made manifett. 

God had an important defign, in fo wonderfully preferving 
the life of Mofes, when an infant. He defigned, that Mofes 
fhould be an eminent deliverer of his church from Egypt. 
But Pharaoh’s daughter knew nothing of this defign, whea 
fhe nourifhed Mofes as her own fon; it remained a fecret in 
the mind of Him, who dwelt in the buth, till the time came for 
— to enter upon the important work, for which he was raif- 

up. 

Excepting fome inftances, in which God revealed his purpo- 
fes, his particular defigns, concernitig Ifrael, were fecret thin 
till they were accomplifhed in the events which took place from 
the time they went out of Egypt, till the final deftruction of 
Jerufalem. The Ifraclites went out of Egypt; they marched 
through the Red Sea; they journeyed forty years in the wil- 
derneis ; they went into captivity, and efcaped captivity ; they 
rebuilt their temple, and they crucified Chrilt, without knowing 
what God’s purpofes were. All this fpace of time, God was 
executing his eternal purpofes; yet thefe purpofes were fecret 
things, till they were accomplifhed, and, confequently, could 
not have been motives to the actions of the Ifraclites. But their 
duty was revealed, and belonged to them. 

It appears by {cripture prophecy, that God defigns to gath- 
er in the difperfed Jews, and unite them with the Gentiles, in 
one church. The particular time and manner of the accom- 
plifhment of this happy event, are fecret things, which belong 
to God. But, that God defigns the Gofpel thall have an ex- 
tenfive {pread, and fave Jews and Gentiles, and that he hath 
made it the duty of thofe, who enjoy the gofpel, to make exer- 
tions to {pread the knowledge of Chrift, are things which are 
revealed, and belong to us. 

There aré fecret things, and things revealed, concerning the 
ordinary employments and events of life. A fick man em- 
ploys a phyfician, not knowing whether God defigns he fhall 
recover. If he be not an infidel, he believes, that there are im- 
mutable purpofes in heaven, that his days are determined, and 
his bounds appointed, which he cannot pafs. Thefe purpofes, 
concerning his recovery, are fecret things, which belong to 
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God. But, that we ought to ufe all lawful means to preferve 
our own life, and the life of others, and to improve our time 
and talents, in preparing for death, are things which are re- 
vealed, and belong to us. 

A hufbandman, whe believes the doctrine of the divine de- 
crees, and of God’s particular providence, prepares his ground, 
and fows his feed, without knowing what God’s defigns are, 
concerning the harveft. The merchant, who believes, that the 
Mott High governs the winds and waves, according to his eter- 
nal purpofe, fends out his veffel, without knowing whether 
God defigns to profper his undertaking. In thefe, and in ma- 
ny other inftances of the kind, God’s defign is a fecret. But, 
to ule means to obtain a fupport, trufting in Divine Providence, 
is a revealed duty, and belongs to us. 

There are fecret things, and things revealed, concerning fal- 
vation by Chrift. Who, among an unbelieving world, were, 
from the beginning, chofen to falvation, through the fantifica- 
tion of the Spirit, and belief of the truth, is known only to God, 
who chofe them in Chrift, before the foundation of the world, 
and predeftinated them to the adoption of children by Jefus 
Chrift, according to the good pleafure of his will. Eternal 
and particular election is God’s aét, and he does not let the 
elect know, that he defigns to fave them, before they obey the 
gofpel. The elect do not receive Chrilt becaufe they think, 
that they are chofen to falvation, for they have no reafon to 
think fo, till they do receive Chrift. If we would know, where 
God has defigned we fhall appear, on the judgment day, and 
how we fhall fpend an endlefs eternity, we mult comply with 
our duty, and repent and believe in the Lord Jefus Chrift ; 
having done this, we may have evidence, that we are ordained 
to eternal life. But if we wifh to know whether we are elected, 
without obeying the gofpel, we are trying to pry into fecret 
things, which belong to God. Our duty is revealed, and be- 
longs to us. God has made it our immediate duty to become 
reconciled to him, to embrace the gofpel of his Son, and in this 
way, make our calling and eleétion fure. 

What will be the character of thofe, who are now impenitent, 
at any future period, is a fecret which belongs to God. Their 
prefent’ character is plainly revealed. he fcripture fully 
proves, that they are all under fin, in {ich a manner, as that 
they do nothing fpiritually good. A free offer of life is made 
to the impenitent, upon condition of repentance and faith. 
The gofpel informs them, that fome are chofen to ,falvation ; 
it makes known to them their immediate duty, but while they 
neglect their duty, there is nothing in the gofpel which fhews 
that God defigns to fave them ; there is no promife of renew- 
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ing grace upon any condition which they perform, while unre- 
newed. Setting before finners their character and ftate, mak- 
ing them the offer of pardon through the atoning Saviour, and 
urging them to holinefs, by all the motives of the gofpel, de 
not make them willing to come to Chrift. It is by the opera- 
tion of the Holy Spirit that any are made willing. On whom, 
of the unrenewed, the Holy Spirit will operate in a faving man- 
ner, is a fecret, which belongs to God. ‘“ Who hath directed 
oe Spirit of the Lord, or being his counfellor, hath taught 
im 

There are fecret things, and things revealed, concerning the 
important doétrine of regeneration. When, and by what 
means, God defigns to renew thofe, who are chofen to falva- 
tion, are fecret things. 

The operations of the Holy Spirit on the heart are fecret 
Operations, perceived only by their effects. “The wind blow- 
eth where it lifteth, and thou heareft the found thereof, but canft 
not tell whence it cometh, and whither it goeth; fo is every 
one who is born of the Spirit.”” The movement of the Spirit 
of God upon the face of the waters was perceived by its ef- 
feéts ; fo is his influence on the heart. Who can defcribe the 
manner in which the Spirit moved, to produce light? or the 
manner in which he fhines into the heart, or communicates a 
faving knowledge of the glory of God? The new man may 
perceive, that the Spirit of God has moved upon his heart, 
and :produced a holy temper; but the manner of the divine 
Operation is a fecret thing, which belongs to the Eternal Spirit, 
who is wonderful in working. But, that the Spirit of God 
does move the heart in regeneration, that the heart does move 
voluntarily, when it is moved by the Holy Gholt, and, that the 
Holy Spirit, in renewing men, acts according to God’s eternal 
purpofe, are revealed truths, and belong to us. Believers are 
“ born of God.” They are faved by the “wafhing of regen- 
eration, and the renewing of the Holy Ghoft.” ‘They are no 
more the originating cauie of their fpiritual life, than of their 
natural life. They live in a fpiritual fenfe, but they did not 
caufe themfelves to live. While the Holy Spirit moves men, 
in regeneration, they move freely. The agency of the Spirit 
is the caufe, free action in the creature is the effect. The Di- 
vine Spirit produces nothing in thofe, whom he renews, but 
voluntary action. Regeneration, by the fpecial agency of the 
Holy Ghoft, is a revealed doétrine, which belongs to us, and 
the importance of it cannot be too deeply impreffed on our 
minds. Our Saviour exprefsly declares, that without fuch a 
change, ng one can fee the kingdom of God. The neceflity 
of it arifes from the voluntary oppofition of the heart to God, 
No. 10. Vol. II. Beeb which 
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which all the motives of the gofpel are not fufficient to remove. 
If God lets finners remain in their fins, till their hearts grow 
willing of themfelves to turn, they never will begin the im- 
portant work of preparation for death. The doétrine of elec- 
tion implies more, than a determination in Deity to fave all, 
who come to Chrift; it implies a previous defign of fending 
the Holy Spirit to operate on the hearts of the elect. The of- 
fer of life is merciful, but the grace of God tfhines ftill brighter 
in making his people willing, “according to the eternal pur- 
pofe which he purpofed in Chrift Jefus.” 

Thefe general remarks may lead to feveral particulars. 

1. There is great impropriety in applying thefe words of 
Mofes to juftify a denial of the doctrine of election, and God’s 
decrees. Say fome: We know nothing about thefe doétrines ; 
we think minifters fhould not meddle with them ; they are fe- 
cret things, and we are told, that fecret things belong unte 
God. But it appears, by the foregoing remarks, that fuch 
make a wrong application of icripture. What God’s eternal 
defigns are, is a fecret, till they are either accomplifhed in his 
works of providence, or foretold by the Spirit of prophecy ; 
but that God has immutable defigns, concerning all things, 
even the eternal ftate of all his creatures, is a truth plainly 
revealed. Mofes had juft been fpeaking of God’s defigns. 
He affembled all the tribes of Ifrael, and in a very moving and 
pathetic addrefs urged them to keep the covenant of their God. 
Being directed by the Spirit of prophecy, he foretold the tre- 
mendous judgments, which God defigned to bring upon that 
nation m fucceeding generations; that he defigned finally to 
extirpate them from the good land, which he was about to 
give them, and difperfe them among their enemies. After 
God had revealed by Mofes what he pleafed, concerning this 
wonderful event, fome might have the curiofity to quire into 
the particular time, or manner, of its accomplifhment, or to 
defire to know more than God had revealed. To all fuch un- 
fuitable queries, Mofes anfwers : “ The fecret things belong un- 
to the Lord our God ; but thofe things which are revealed be- 
long unto us, and to our children forever, that we may 
do all the words of this law.” 

2. There is no need of trying to pry into fecretthings. Teo 
believe what God hath revealed, and to obey his commands, 
is our immediate duty, and it is the whole of our duty. God 
always makes known his defigns, either by accomplifhing, or 
revealing them, as foon as he fees it to be beft ; and a previous 
knowledge of God’s defign would make our duty no more 
plain or eafy. A fick man can uie means for the recovery of 
his health, without knowing what God defigns. A hufband- 
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man can plough and fow, without knowing how much he fhall 
reap. Parents can do their duty to their children, without 
knowing what God defigns concerning them. Minifters can 
preach, without knowing how God defigns to difpofe of their 
hearers in the eternal world. Men can fubmit to God, without 
knowing whether God defigns to fave them. It is foon enough 
for one to know, ‘that God defigns to make him happy, 
when he obeys the gofpel ; if he could know this before, this 
knowledge would not make him willing to do his duty. Why 
finners difobey the gofpel, is not becaufe they are ignorant of 
God’s defigns, but becaufe they diflike holinefs. If God 
fhould, at once, let them know all his defigns, it would not alter 
their hearts, nor make their duty more agreeable or eafy. Se- 
cret things belong unto God ; his fecret defigns are motives to 
his own actions, but not to human aétions. God’s fecret de- 
fign, in fending Jofeph into Egypt, was not a motive to the act 
of thofe who fold him. God’s defign, concerning Mofes, was 
not a motive to the act of Pharaoh’s daughter. God’s defign, 
in the crucifixion of Chrift, was not a motive to the aétion of 
his betrayers and murderers. God’s defign, concerning the 
eternal ftate of individuals, is not a motive to their aétions, 
either in receiving or rejecting Chrift. But how happy is it, 
that God has fecret and benevolent defigns in dealing with his 
rebellious creatures ! What would have become of Jacob’s fam- 
ily, had not God’s defign, in fending Jofeph into Egypt, been 
more benevolent, than the defign of thofe who fold him? 
What would have become of all Adam’s race, had not God’s 
defign, in the crucifixion of Chrift, been more benevolent, than 
the defign of thofe who crucified him? What would become of 
all the unrenewed under the gofpel, had not God’s defign, in 
giving them the gofpel, been more benevolent, with regard to 
any of them, than the defigns of the impenitent are? How of- 
ten have the fecret defigns of. God, concerning finners, been 
brought to light by their converfion, while attending on means 
of inftruction, which probably they might have avoided, if they 
had thought, that there was any profpect of receiving convic- 
tion? “ It is the glory of God to conceal a thing.”’ 

3. The things, which God hath revealed, are the beft calcu- 
lated to make men obedient. It does not belong to creatures 
to fay, that any revealed do@rine is unprofitable. To fay this, 
is to make light of God’s goodnefs, and contradié his word, 
which fays, “ All fcripture is given by infpiration of God, 
and is profitable for do¢trine, for reproof, for correction, for 
inftruétion in righteoufnefs.”” The things which God hath re- 
vealed, are the beft calculated to call up the attention of delay- 


ing finners. Sinners have generally wrong views of the —_ 
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acter of God, and of their own charatters. The fecurity of 
many arifes from an apprehenfion, that they can become reli- 
gious at any time, when ficknefs, old age, or fome threatening 
providence, may render it immediately neceflary, without the 
{pecial operation of the Holy Spirit. But the things which 
God hath revealed, fhew them their dependence, as well as 
criminality. There is another clafs of delaying finners, who 
quiet themfelves in fin, by faying they cannot change their 
own hearts. But revealed truth fhews them, that they have 
no cloak for their fin ; that their voluntary oppofition to truth 
and duty, which is fo great, that nothing but Divine Power 
can fubdue it, is their blame and not their excufe. Enough is 
revealed, if applied to the confciences of delaying finners, to 
deftroy their fecurity, to make them feel, that they are guilty, 
and in the hands of the fovereign God. In view of the awful 
truths, revealed in God’s word, finners have been awakened, 
and made to tremble before him. © 

The things which are revealed, are the beft calculated to 
bring awakened finners to fubmit to God. Being awakened, 
by the application of truth to their confciences, they 
labour to obtain happinefs without fubmiffion. But when en- 
gaged in impenitent works, flattering themfelves, that they are 
doing their duty, the Bible tells them, that “ their webs fhall 
not become garments, neither fhall they cover themfelves with 
their works.”” Divine revelation makes holinefs neceflary in 
order to pleafe God, condemns their hypocrify, and requires a 
new heart. It is in full view of revealed doétrines, that awak- 
ened finners fubmit to God, and find reft. 

The things which God hath revealed are the beft calculated 
to make Chriftians humble and obedient. It is faid, by fome, 
that all revealed doétrines are not profitable ; that holding up 
election and decrees, efpecially, has a tendency to promote li- 
centioufnefs. But, on whom do fuch doétrines have this effe&? 
Surely, not on the minds of the humble and ferious. Decrees 
and election tend, deeply, to folemnize the minds of good men. 
Who, that believe in the divine defigns and government, will 
prefume to trifle with the commands of fuch a God? The 
doétrines of fovereign grace teach men to deny ungodlinefs, 
and worldly lufts, and to live foberly, righteoufly, and godly 
in this world. 

4. It is highly important to underftand and Iove-the truths, 
which God hath revealed. This is of prime importance, as it 
refpects our fafe appearing at the tribunal of our Judge. In 
order to a right underftanding of the truth, it is neceflary to 
fearch the {criptures with prayerful attention, having a hearty 
conviction of their truth and divinity ; to be thankful for the 
whole 
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whole of divine revelation ; to be careful not to confound fe. 
cret things with thofe things which are revealed, and not to 
evade revealed truth and duty, by faying, that fecret things be- 
long to God. AMICUS. 








ANECDOTES. 
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OF A RICH MAN. 


WEALTHY gentleman taking his friend upon the top 
of his houfe to fhew him the extent of his pofleflions ;— 
“ There,” fays he, “that is my eftate.” Then pointing to a 
reat diftance on one fide, “ Do you fee that farm 2?” ‘ Yes’— 
“ Well, that is mine.” Pointing again to the other fide, “ Do 
you fee that houfe?” *Yes’—“That alfo belongs to me.” Then 
faid his friend, ‘Do you fee that little village yonder ? “Yes”— 
‘ Well, there lives a poor woman in that village, who can fay 
more than all this.” “ Ah! what can fhe fay?” ‘ Why fhe can 
fay, CHRIST is mine !'—He looked confounded, and faid no 
more. 


—— a 


OF A PRAYING SOLDIER. 


DURING the late unhappy commotions in Treland, a pri- 
vate foldier, in the army of Lord Cornwallis, was daily obferv- 
ed to be abfent from his quarters, and from the company of 
his fellow foldiers. He began to be fufpected of withdrawing 
himfelf for the purpofe of holding intercourfe with the rebels ; 
and on this fufpicion, probably increafed by the malice of his 
wicked comrads, he was tried by a court martial and condemn- 
‘ed to die. The Marquis hearing of this, wifhed to examine the 
minutes of the trial, and not being fatisfied, fent for the man to 
converfe with him. Upon being interrogated, the prifoner {o- 
lemnly difavowed every treafonable practice or intention, de- 
clared his fincere attachment to hisfovereign,and his readinefs to 
live and die in his fervice : he affirmed, that the real caufe of 
his abfence was, that he might obtain a place of retirement for 
the purpofe of private prayer, for which his lordthip knew he 
had no opportunity among his profane comrads, who had be- 
come his enemies, merely on account of his profeffion of religion. 
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He faid, he had made this defence on his trial ; but the officers 
thought it fo improbable, that they paid no attention to it. 
The Marquis, in order to fatisfy himfelf as to the truth of his 
defence, obferved, that if fo, he muft have acquired fome con- 
fiderable aptnefs in this exercife. ‘The poor man replied, that 
as to ability, he had nothing to boaft of. The Marquis then 
infifted on his kneeling down, and praying aloud before him, 
which he did ; and poured forth his foul before God with fuch 
copioufnefs, fluency and ardour, that the Marquis took him by 
the hand, and faid, he was fatisfied that no man could pray in 
that manner, who did not live in the habit of intercourfe with 
God. He not only revoked the fentence, but received him in- 
to his peculiar favour, placing him among his perfonal attend- 
ants, where he ftill continues, it is faid, in the way to promotion. 
“‘ Remember Jofeph in the prifon of Egypt.” 

On reading the above, every pious mind will be led to refle& 
on the remarkable interpofition of Providence in behalf of this 
man of prayer; for this is the moft prominent feature in the 
Chriftian character. He could not live without prayer, though 
he thereby expofed himfelf to the fufpicion and hatred of his 
comrads, and even endangered his life; but the God, whom, 
like Daniel, he ferved, knew how to deliver him in the perilous 
hour, and not-only heard his prayers, but made the exercife of 
this duty itfelf the means of his deliverance. O, how does this 
reproach thofe, who live without prayer, though they have ev. 
ery opportunity for retirement, unfeen and unfufpected ! 


———D i oe 


THE BOY OF DUNDEE. 


“ A Youth to Fortune and to Fame unknown.’’ 


DURING my journey in Scotland, a few weeks ago, a 
ntleman, in the vicinity of Dundee, informed me, that 
Fis fitter, on going to vifit a poor woman in an obfcure 
part of the town, was directed by miftake, to the lodging of a- 
nother perfon; and knocking at the door, was defired, in a 


- Jow female voice, to come in. 


On entering the room, fhe found a poor hélplefs woman on 
a bed, emaciated by illnefs, and apparently in a miferable fitua- 
tion, in confequence of a paralytic ftroke five years before ; 
during which period fhe had been confined to her bed, and ren- 
dered incapable of affifting herfelf. 

Her friendly vifitor, pirying her condition, was furprifed by 


her anfwer, that fhe thought herfelf one of the happieft of mortals ° 
an 
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and on defiring an explanation, the poor woman, in fimple lan- 
guage, related the following particulars :— 

That in the younger part of life fhe had been left a widow, 
with an only fon; who, when fhe met with her misfortune, was 
12 years of age; until that time, by {pinning and other work, 
fhe had been enabled to maintain herfelf and child, and to pay 
a trifle, for his education. Since that trying difpenfation of 
Providence, confined to her bed, and deprived of the ufe of her 
limbs, fhe had been incapacitated from doing any thing for her- 
felf, and having no money to pay another, her fon at that early 
age, trufting to the divine blefling, took the noble refolution, by 
the labour of his own hands, to relieve the wants, and alleviate 
the diftrefles of his affli@ed parent. A female neighbour occa- 
fionally called in to perform fome kind offices; but her chief 
comfort and iupport arofe from the filial affeétion and unre- 
mitted attention of her fon. He immediately procured fuch 
work as his juvenile years admitted of, in the Oznaburgh Manu- 
factory at Dundee ; and after cleaning the room in which they 
dwelt, getting ready their breakfaft, and making his mother 
comfortable tor the day, he left her every morning witha 
{miling countenance, to attend the labours of the loom ; and re- 
turned in the evening with his well-earned pittance, to enjoy a 
cheerful meal with his beloved parent. And thus, for the {pace 
of five years, have the revolving days fucceeded each oth- 
er. 

But this is not all; his mother could not read ; the child, by 
his afliduity, had acquired that advantage: he had not indeed 
read the claflics, nor (tudied in the fchools of philofophy ; but 
he had perufed the facred fcriptures—In the midft of apparent 
poverty, he had found durable riches ; and although furround- 
ed by outward diltrefles, he had a heart-felt experience “ That 
the ways of religion are ways of pleafantnefs, and all her paths 
are paths of peace.” 

Reflecting therefore, on the many hours he was under the 
neceflity of leaving his mother alone and unemployed, and de- 
firous that fhe fhould alfo participate in the fuperior bleflings 
he enjoyed from his religious knowledge, he refolved to teach 
her to read; and in due time accomplithed the pleafing tafk : 
affording, by this means, a ftream of comfort, an inexhauttible 


fource of delight, which fhe confefled, had made her the happicft of . 


women! It pleafed the Almighty to open her heart, that like 
Lydia, fhe might attend to the things that were fpoken ; and 
with Mary, fit at her Saviour’s feet, and hear his word. She 
added, that during her fon’s abfence it was her delight to med- 
itate on the facred volume, where divine truths had filled her 
foul with humble hope and holy joy, and afforded her * that 


peace which the world can neither give nor take away!” and 
this 
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408 Poetry. . 


this being conveyed through the medium of a beloved child, 
added thofe ineffable fenfations which only a parent’s heart car 
know, to all its other delights. 

Such is my little hiftory of the Dundee Boy; had I known 
it when I paffed through that town, I would have been more 
particular. My friend did not inform me whether the mother 
was allowed any thing from the colleétion made for the dif- 
trefled, every Sabbath day in the church of Scotland ; but it is 
probable, fhe might receive fome afliftance from a charitable 
fund, to which rich and poor all contribute, with a laudable 
emulation. 


“Happy, ye poor! who know your bible true, 
A-truth, Voltaire, though learned, never knew ; 
And in that charter read, with sparkling eyes, 
Your title to a treasure in the skies. 

**O happy cottagers !—unhappy bard ! 

His the mere tinsel, yours the rich reward. 
He prais’d perhaps for ages yet to come ; 
You, never heard of, half a mile from home. 

* Where should the living, weeping o’er their woes, 

The dying, trembling at the awful close ; 

Where the betray’d, forsaken, and oppress’d, 

The thousands, whom the world forbids to rest, 

Where should they find, (those comforts at an end 

The Scripture yields) or hope to find a friend? 

With pure delight, and humble love, they know 

The Scripture is the only cure of wo. 

That field of promise, how it spreads abroad 

Its odour o’er the Christian’s thorny road! 

The soul, reposing in assur’d relief, 

Feels herself happy ’midst her deepest grief; 

Forgets her labour, as she toils along, 

Weeps tears of joy, and burst into a song.” 
Cowper. 


POETRY. 
TEACHABLE SCHOLARS. 
‘ THUS fpake Pythagoras,’ his fcholars faid, 
And all his laws were conftantly obey’d ; 
‘ Thus faith the Lord,’ fhould Chrift’s difciples fay, 
And to his better laws obedience pay. 


CHRISTIAN FORGIVENESS. 
I WILL be even with my bittere(t foe, 
Revenge exclaims, and then returns the blow. 
J’ll be fuperior, fhould the Chriftian fay, 
And kind forgivenefs readily difplay. 








